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10 years TuaRes Stiftung

Dear Reinhard,

ever since you spent a few years of your childhood in Burkina Faso with your family, you have had a strong
bond with the country. To what extent would you say that these childhood years shaped you in terms of
your world view and do you have any special memories of that time?

I have a very clear and vivid memory of the time in what was then Upper Volta. Of course, the experience of a
completely different reality - nature, people and above all the living conditions - shaped me. I saw what extreme poverty
is from the perspective of a privileged young person and that memory is etched in my mind. Measured against the
reality of life in West Africa, the complaints that are common in Germany – complaints at a high level – that were also
noticeable in the Corona crisis - are difficult to bear.



When did you first have the idea of a foundation dedicated to education for girls in Burkina Faso, and what
did you find to be the greatest challenge in founding it?

For a long time I had been thinking about setting up a foundation with a focus on education in Africa. In preparation, I
had many conversations and travels, including an adventurous journey from N'Djamena via Bangui, Douala, Cotonou to
Ouagadougou. (Quiz - question: which countries do these cities belong to?). In Burkina Faso I saw a lot of projects and
talked to people. It struck me like scales from my eyes that the foundation had to concentrate on the education of
disadvantaged girls. Why? Education is important for everyone, but educating vulnerable girls is a top priority in West
Africa. We start with those who are most in need. At the same time, education for girls has a transformative effect on
society as a whole. The topic has an almost revolutionary, and certainly strongly evolutionary dimension, which has
become increasingly clear to me over the years. "Girls Education" is the social project idea with the greatest
philanthropic impact. No wonder certain backward governments fear the idea so much.

If you had been asked 10 years ago where you see the foundation in 10 years, what would you have
answered back then?

As a good social entrepreneur, I didn't have a strategic plan worked out down to the last detail, but I did have a clear
idea of what I wanted and where the journey should go. I wanted a sustainable project that starts with those most in
need and leaves footprints. I agree with Antonio Machado, the Spanish poet: “Wanderer, there is no path, you discover
the path while walking. And when you look back, you see the path you will never tread again.”

And TODAY, 10 years later, what is the biggest surprise for you in the development of the foundation?

I am thrilled and touched that we have been able to positively influence the lives of many thousands of girls, that there
are many individual fates that have taken a completely different direction through our work. I'm also very proud of our
excellent team in Burkina and in Munich - a team that works with a lot of fire and passion for our goals. Is this
development a surprise? Maybe not. But a little wonder at all that we have achieved remains.



Have there been moments in the 10 years of TuaRes’s existence that you particularly remember, both
positive and negative?

There have been many special moments whenever I saw how individual girls have developed. Girls whom we saved
from being forced into marriage or whom we pulled out of a difficult family situation. A young woman stands in front
of me, formerly a completely shy girl, and confidently gives a welcoming speech in English in front of a large group of
people. Stunning. The graduation of our first TuaRes doctor, Fatimata, after seven years of TuaRes funded studies was
such a special moment. All of them - our TuaRes girls - will go their own way.

There were also sad situations, for example when we were no longer able to help. Despite the intensity of the
commitment, our team is sometimes powerless. And it saddens me that – despite the enormous progress made by
the TuaRes Foundation – the country of Burkina has suffered setbacks. The security situation is worrying and the fact
that Russian militias are now increasingly appearing in the Sahel states does not bode well. In Syria, Mozambique and
Ukraine, Putin's policy of violence has produced only one thing: more violence and suffering. We see the drama of
Ukraine's fight against Putin's aggression on our doorstep. And this policy of violence will not do anything good in the
Sahel either.

And now a typical applicant question: Where do you see the foundation in 10 years? What other visions do
you have?

We go our way, pragmatic, confident, goal-oriented, rather without big visions. Nobody knows the future, but W.H.
Auden, one of my favorite poets, has some good thoughts on this:

Perhaps the roses really want to grow,
The vision seriously intends to stay;

If I could tell you I would let you know.
 

Suppose the lions all get up and go,
And all the brooks and soldiers run away;
Will Time say nothing but I told you so?
If I could tell you I would let you know.


